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this is the first technology that has been a part of our lives since birth. so it has a real influence on
the rest of our lives and on what we want to do. but it is also a real source of strength and
resistance. it can have negative and positive influences on our lives, like any other form of

communication. its a technology that can bring us together and it can also isolate us. you can get
together with your friends and family in the privacy of your room and use the web to talk with them,
or you can go online to talk with people who you don't know, and you can make friends, and you can

get to know people from all over the world. we are the first generation to grow up online. and that
has had an enormous influence on our personalities. our generation is the first to grow up in a digital

world, and that means we have to find ways of dealing with a whole set of problems that we have
never before encountered. so we have to do it in a different way, and we are beginning to do it. we

are the first generation to grow up with these technologies, and so the way we look at them is
different from previous generations. the problem with the web is that we don't know what it is going
to do to us in the long term. but we do know that it is going to change our lives in the short term. so
we have to find ways of dealing with all of those changes that we can, and we have to be prepared

to accept all of the problems that come with it. and we have to learn how to live with those
problems. but we have to learn how to live with those problems. and one of the first things that we

need to be able to live with is that we have to learn how to live with ourselves.
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169. theologian henri nouwen, in his book, in the name of jesus (eerdmans, 1985), wrote: a sense of
connectedness is not simply the experience of the communion between the believer and the lord.
rather it is the conscious awareness, the mutual sense of responsibility and commitment, that we

share in and for each other. neither one of us alone can become a genuine human being. we are in a
dialectic relationship with each other. we first become “other” so that we can become more

authentic ourselves. we enter into the communion of love in which we become one with the other,
we become in that sense others. theologian henri nouwen in this regards to become a genuine
human being. to enter into the communion of love in which we become one with the other, we
become in that sense others. 151. seeking to find our individuality, we search our minds for an
answer to our questions about life. some try to become scholars and acquire knowledge. others

follow what interests them on the path of their personal talents, so they can live a good and
meaningful life. but true holiness, as saint john exhorts us, consists not in knowledge, not in a mental

disposition, not in following the ways of the world, but in accepting god’s word and fulfilling his
mission on earth. theologian henri nouwen in this regards to become a genuine human being. 170.

the church therefore has the task of being what she is called to be. this requires the courage to face
the future of the world, and so to embody, in keeping with her mission, the vision of the kingdom of

god, the vision that was proclaimed to the world in the cross. that vision does not set forth some
ideal of the perfect society, which would exclude the majority of the world's population. on the
contrary, it proclaims the vision of god's reign in the future, in which he will reign forever in the
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fellowship of his children. from this perspective, the church has the task of proclaiming god's reign to
the whole world: she has the task of bringing all nations to god, to conquer all peoples, to reconcile

the whole world to the father. 5ec8ef588b
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